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SHIP SHORE

INDOOR PLEASURES

By Anne Z. Cooke and Steve Haggerty
GLOBE CORRESPONDENTS

YELLOWKNIFE, Northwest Territories — If the crew of the
good ship Norweta, sailing south on Canada’s Mackenzie Riv-
er, had known ahead of time, we wouldn’t have missed the
wedding. 

But it was nine o’clock on a July evening when we disem-
barked at Fort Good Hope, 25 miles south of the Arctic Circle.
By that time, the bride and groom and their guests, wearing
their best beaded moccasins, had left the church and walked
to the park. 

In southern climes, the celebration would have been half
over. But here in the western Arctic, where the summer sun
shines for 22-7, the party was just beginning. The guests, gath-
ered at picnic tables, stared in surprise at the 18 accidental
tourists suddenly in their midst. A bonfire crackled and strips
of moose meat sizzled on a dozen barbecues. On the dance
floor, a low wooden deck, the musicians were about to play.

‘‘C’mon, let’s dance,’’ whispered Adele Clilli, 28, the Norwe-
ta’s cabin stewardess, a member of the Dene (Athabascan Indi-
an) people. She smiled shyly and tapped her foot as nine wiry
men, each with a large, flat hand-held drum, began to pound 
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The Mackenzie River empties into the Beaufort Sea,
above the Arctic Circle. The Norweta, near Inuvik.
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By Susan Klibanoff
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

With the words ‘‘Welcome home,’’ the
crew greeted us as we boarded the ms
Amsterdam for a 62-day Orient Explorer
cruise. A non-flier, I had always wanted to
visit the Orient, but it was a pipe dream,
until I learned of this cruise to Asia, Aus-
tralia, and the South Pacific. At last I
would get to see the Great Wall of China
and meet my Japanese penpal of 50 years.

Extended travel outside the country
requires planning, and my husband, El-
ton, and I had plunged into it with enthu-
siasm. I attacked the packing with feroc-
ity. Anticipating autumn in Japan,
summer in the South Pacific, spring in
Australia, and December in Boston, I
filled several suitcases. Dress and casual
clothes, 10 pairs of shoes, I packed it all.
Books, puzzles, binoculars, cameras, El-
ton’s crutches, and a wheelchair.

Other passengers were wiser. New
Yorkers Janet and Mike Stoller brought
one suitcase apiece. Monte and Kathy
Kirsch of Anchorage came with only two
backpacks and a garment bag. After all, 

2 oceans, 6 seas, too many suitcases
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The ms Amsterdam, Holland America’s Pacific flagship, is readied for departure from Seattle last August.ORIENT EXPLORER, Page M7
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out a rhythm.
‘‘I have a second cousin here

and they’ve invited us,’’ Clilli said,
tugging on my sleeve. In a minute
we had met the newlyweds and
were circling with two dozen oth-
ers to the thundering beat of a tra-
ditional dance.

A wedding was the last thing
we had expected when we booked
a cruise on the 103-foot Norweta,
which sails eight- and 10-day trips
on the 1,000-mile-long Mackenzie,
or Deh Cho (‘‘Big River’’), as the
Dene call it. But surprise is part of
the charm of a trip to the north. 

‘‘These are communities, not
tourist destinations,’’ said Marga-
ret Whitlock, 68, the Norweta’s co-
owner, a fourth-generation resi-
dent of Hay River and a licensed
river boat captain. ‘‘We’re never
sure what we’ll find until we get
there, but it’s always interesting.’’

Sailing from mid-June through
July, the Norweta follows the his-
toric route pioneered in 1789 by
Scottish explorer Alexander Mac-
kenzie, between Hay River, on
Great Slave Lake, and the town of
Inuvik on the Mackenzie River
Delta, near the Arctic Ocean.

Along the way, the ship docks
at a half-dozen sleepy outposts
where passengers can get off to ex-
plore, including Dene and Gwi-
ch’in villages, historic forts, and
towns built around former fur
trading posts.

In Norman Wells, we found a
small but impressive museum,
with history exhibits and a shop
selling native crafts. In Fort Good
Hope, we visited the beautifully-
decorated little church, a bit of
classic folk art. In Tsiigehtchic,
where the Arctic Red River meets
the Mackenzie, the main attrac-
tion was the arrival of a hunter in
a motorboat — with a freshly
killed moose stuffed into the prow. 

The Mackenzie, the continent’s
second-longest river system after
the Mississippi, is a mammoth bo-
dy of water, draining one-fifth of
Canada. Flowing from southeast
to northwest, it bisects the North-
west Territories, a region twice the
size of Texas but home to just
45,000 people.

This river once bustled with ac-
tivity. In the 19th century, travel-

ers heading downstream wrote of
seeing dozens of Indians fishing
from canoes, trappers laden with
furs for the trading posts, and riv-
erboats ferrying cargo and passen-
gers. But life on the river changed
after the fur trade died and air-
planes came to the Arctic. Eventu-
ally, most people moved off the
land and into towns.

Now what visitors see are trees
in the trillions. There are so many
trees, in fact, that during the sum-
mer, 30 or 40 forest fires, started
by lightning, burn at any one time,
fated to smolder until winter
snows put them out. 

‘‘No one pays any attention to
them, not unless they’re threaten-
ing a town,’’ said George Whitlock,
72, as he scanned the horizon.
Whitlock is the Norweta’s co-own-
er, first mate on our trip, and Mar-
garet’s husband. ‘‘It’s part of the
natural cycle. But there isn’t much
else out there, you know. Just a
few hunters.’’

The Norweta, small but func-
tional, is a working ship with four
decks. The engines and crew are
on Deck 1, below the water line.
The cabins, on Deck 2, have large
private bathrooms with showers,
built-in furniture, large drawers
for clothes, and narrow closets.
Screens on the portholes keep out
mosquitoes. You can close them to
block out all light, or leave them
open and pull the curtains. 

The combination lounge and
dining room, and the bar are on
Deck 3, with an open deck around
the perimeter. The sun deck, be-
hind the bridge on Deck 4, is sur-
faced with artificial turf and
equipped with deck furniture. It’s
a nice place to get away, but it can

get very noisy here, and in several
other places close to the engines.
Fortunately, earplugs and noise-
canceling earphones are part of
our standard travel kit.

The meals, mostly American
dishes, are delicious but not fussy,
prepared with first-class ingredi-
ents and served restaurant style.
Late evening snacks of cookies,
cake, and fruit are also laid out.
You can purchase wine, beer, or
mixed drinks.

If you don’t get enough exercise
on shore, the ship has a treadmill,
or you can walk around the out-
side deck, where 22 laps equal a
mile. Owing to space limitations,
however, most onboard activities
are sedentary: board games, cards,
reading, crossword puzzles (bring
your own), birding (bring binocu-
lars), and conversation.

We brought a couple of best-
sellers and our laptop. Other pas-
sengers brought knitting, station-
ery, and trip diaries. The ship’s
library has a nice collection of re-
gional histories, Canadian travel,
nature references, and a few re-
cently published novels. 

As the scenery rolled by, there
was always something to grab our
attention, from mountains, rock
formations, the Ramparts gorge
through which the river flows, a
passing cargo barge or Canadian
Coast Guard vessel, or eagles in
the treetops. 

Fort Simpson, built at the con-
fluence of the Mackenzie and Li-
ard rivers, is the jumping-off place
for airplane sightseeing trips west
to Nahanni National Park Reserve,
a mecca for kayakers and rafters,
and site of the spectacular 300-
foot Virginia Falls. If the weather

is clear and the planes have space,
this splurge (rates run about $300
per person) is well worth it.

Another highlight was our day
tour to Tuktoyaktuk, on the Arctic
Ocean. Here we visited Maureen
Pokiak, 51, who served us caribou
soup for lunch and introduced us
to traditional Inuit culture. 

‘‘I came to Tuk to teach school,
where I met and married my hus-
band, who’s a native Inuit and a
hunting guide,’’ Pokiak explained.
They raised a family, and Pokiak
learned traditional cooking, food
preservation, skinning, and sew-
ing, skills she integrated into an
otherwise modern lifestyle.

After our day trip to Fort Nor-
man, some of us decided to walk
back along the beach, where we
met Mandy and Arlene, both 12,
and Steve, 9, who had built a drift-
wood fire and were splashing in
the river. As curious about us as
we were about them, they asked
where we lived and if it snowed
there. Enchanted by their friendly
questions, we lingered to watch
the fire die down.

‘‘Bye,’’ they called, as we headed
for the Norweta. ‘‘Come back
again soon.’’

Contact Anne Z. Cooke and Steve
Haggerty of Venice, Calif., at
Annezcooke@cs.com.

On water route of long-ago trappers
For information about the itiner-
ary, the ship, recommended dress,
choosing a date, booking a cabin,
and making airline reservations,
visit the Norweta website at
www.norweta.com, then call
Margaret Whitlock directly at
866-NORWETA (866-667-9382).

Prices per person start at $4,914
for a cabin with two single beds,
and $5,229 for a cabin with a
double or queen bed. All meals are
included. Alcoholic beverages and
Canadian taxes are extra. Most
shore excursions are free; the
Tuktoyaktuk and Nahanni National
Park flightseeing cost extra.

For maps, pamphlets, and other
information about Northwest
Territories tourism, call 800-661-
0788 or go to www.explorenwt
.com. For national parks informa-
tion, see www.nwtparks.ca.

If you go . . .
º CANADA
Continued from Page M1
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The ‘‘Igloo Church’’ is Inuvik’s most famous landmark.
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& The Lower Keys
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Kona Kai Resort and Gallery
"first class. One of the best places to stay.”

Fodor's /Frommer's/Trip Advisor
800-365-7829 konakairesort.com

Sheraton Key Largo Resort
Located on Florida Bay–MM97

Private Sandy Beach, onsite Watersports.
800-539-5274 keylargoresort.com

Ocean Pointe Suites At Key Largo
Private Beach, Marina, Pool, Tennis

1 & 2 BR, Full Kitchens, Whirlpool Tubs
800-882-9464 oceanpointesuites.com

Mariner’s Club Key Largo
Oceanside resort, luxurious 1-4

bedroom suites. Watersports & Pool.
800-800-8535 marinersclub.com

Coconut Palm Inn - A Beachfront Hideaway
Sandy Beach & Beautiful Palms on FL Bay
Dockage, Pool, Sunsets, Fishing & Diving

800-765-5397 coconutpalminn.com

Change your snow tires.

fla-keys.com/keylargo 1-800-822-1088

For more information:
fla-keys.com/keylargo

800-822-1 088

Overheard 
halfway
between
Naples and
Mykonos:

“The champagne is 
chilling and the roses 
are on the veranda. 
Happy anniversary, sir.”

departure: Europe

*All prices are per person, double occupancy, cruise only. The staterooms available at these rates are limited and are available only on select sailings.
All itineraries and prices are current at the time of printing and are subject to change without notice. All prices are in U.S. dollars. Governmental taxes
and fees are extra. Certain restrictions apply. ©2006 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’ Registry: The Bahamas and Ecuador.
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Extend your Europe vacation into a Cruisetour by combining your cruise with a fully escorted 

land tour exploring more of the world’s most enchanting cities. Visit your local travel agent,

call 1-800-celebrity, ext. 45581 or go to www.celebrity.com.

$1,300*
per

from person

$1,500*
Oceanview per

from person

iTravelExpo.com
The First Internet Travel Expo • Jan.18-25, 2006
Book from the comfort of your home!

FREE ADMISSION!
We will BEAT any competitor’s show rates or Internet rates!

Log onto www.itravelexpo.com NOW to register
to Win an 11 night cruise for 2 to Hawaii!

A division of Cruise Travel Outlet – Salem, NH 1-800-498-7245

SAVINGS ARE OFF OF ORIGINAL CONTRACTED RATES/PRICES ARE REFLECTED ABOVE. Hotel accommodations & hotel taxes, Round-trip midweek
air, Round-trip airport transfers. Prices are per person from Boston, based on double occupancy accommodations at the Mill Resort & Suites and include round-
trip midweek air. Valid for travel 2/18/06-3/31/06. Packages must be booked by 1/27/06. Other travel dates available. Air must be booked on American
Airlines “Q” class economy bulk fare. *5 night minimum stay required. Surcharges apply for select activities. Rates are subject to change without notice.
Availability, holiday blackouts, peak period surcharges and other restrictions apply. September 11th Security Fee up to $10, U.S. government taxes and PFC’s
of up to $98 are additional and maybe payable prior to departure. Liberty Travel is not responsible for errors or omissions in the content of this advertisement. 

Forecast: Sun mixed with savings 

5 Nights From
$879

Quality accommodations
with the 5th night free

1 800 to aruba ~ aruba.com/Liberty For information call Liberty
Travel at 1-800-447-7012

BostonWorks
Every day in The Boston Globe

or online at www.bostonworks.com

The jobs you want.
And how to get them.
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