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Lake Huron's quiet beauty beckons visitors to Michigan's Eastern Upper
paninsula. Homes dot the lakeshore In Les Cheneaux Islands.
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MICHIGAN | Eastern Up r Peninsula

is one of the world’s ‘last

est places’

INTO THE WOODS

It’s easy to savor summer
and childhood memories
in the North Woods.

By ANNE Z. COOKE
Snacial to The Star

ESSEL, Mich. | The cottage
looked just as I remembered
it, although I hadn't been
there for years.

A turn-of-the-century log cabin,
darkened by age, its(u)daltlwznduf
the lane beneath a stand of tall pmes a
forest so quiet and cool it seemed lost
in time. Lake Huron gleamed through

the undergrowth, silvery streaks
winking among the branches,

For a moment we were alone with
our thoughts, remembering. Then the
back door opened, and Margy, our
host for this impromptu high school
reunion on Michigan's Eastern Upper
Peninsula, hurried out to meet us.
ﬁ:ﬂing. she hugged me, and the years

away.

It you were born and bred in the
shade of the North Woods, you know
what “HOMES" stands for. The true
test for any son or daughter of the Up-
per Midwest, it was my dad's favorite

riddle, a tradition he trotted out at the
end of every long car trip.

“Where's home with an 52" he'd ask
grinning into the rearview mimor
while we three kids, crowded into the
backseat, squealed in unison, “Huron,
Ontario, Michigan, Erie and Supe-
rior!”

If you fived in Chicago, as we did
most of those lakes were just names
But not Lake Michigan, a few blocks
away. Its sandy shores and gentle
waves were our personal inlanc
ocean. We spent many hot summe
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