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This is the final in 8
five-part sernes on hik-
ing the trails of North
Georgia, a perfect way

| to see fall color.

Sept. 26: Two short
hikes with big payoffs:

Three Forks Trail and

Dick's Creek Falls Trall
in Rabun County.

Oct. 3: Chestnut Lead
Trail near Ellijay is a hot
spot for biodiversity.

Oct. 10: Nature's
unfinished sculpture,
Raven Cliffs Falls near
Helen, is a vertical pat-
tem carved between
two giant rocks,

Oct. 17: At Moccasin
Creek State Park near
Lake Burton, a one-
mile interpretative hike
for children teaches
about wildlife and
riature, A short hike
nearby leads to beauti-
ful falls,

Today: For a 360-
degree panorama of fall
splendor, Rabun Bald,
Georgia's second-
highest mountain, is
worth the steep climb. *

Read previous sto-
ries in this series online
at ajc.comytravel,

Snowmass rolls out
white carpet for families

By ANNE Z. COOKE
For the Joumal-Constitution

Snowmass Village, Colo. —
Unpack your boots and set the
alarm clock. There's not much that
rivals the magic of skiing first tracks
on a frosty moming with the sun
winking through the trees nnd]ﬁur

a

skis gliding over new r
spoon through custn.rdl.mm

We Enused on the slope below
the El

Camp summit (elevation
11,325 feet) for a moment, partly to

rebuckle our boots but mostly
because the trail suddenly looked
unfamiliar, We — six of us, all fam-
ily — had the slopes to ourselves.
We'd skied at Snowmass before, a
half-dozen times on as many ski
trips to the Roaring Fork Valley, in
central Colorado. So why didn’t we
recognize the run ahead, veering
away and disappearing through the
4

I thought T'd memorized all 3,100

» Please see RESORT, K8

Two skiers
catch their
breath at
the highest
point of
Snowmass,
the Cirque
— elevation
12,510
feet.
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Resort: Snowmass is family-friendly
for full range of ages and skill levels

ncres. We'd skied most of the
irails, picked out our favorites
— Garmett Gulch, Whis
Jesse and Mick's Gully P't‘m
discovered by happy trial and
anxious ermor the killers most
of the dooble-black diamond
steeps, for experts only, in the
I-tan_mnli'b’aljcy.

is one was new — or
was 1?7 And those ski chalets
half-hidden in the trees, |
hadn’t seen them before Was
Snowmass really so big we'd
never see it all?

To be honest, Snowmass
ism't the biggest ski resorl in
North. Amenica or even  Lhe
Rocky Mountains. From o dis-
fance, it doesn't look espe-
cially spectaculur. When first-
timers tum off the highway
and start up the hill, they'ne
inclined to crane their necks,
wondering where the slopes
are. Unlike Ajax Mountain,
which dominates Aspen, the
12,510-foot Cirque doesn’t
immediafely cateh your eye

Looks aren't the only differ-
ence, said Susan Darch, a
spokeswoman for Aspen Ski-
ing Co.; owner of Snowmiass,
Aspen, Buttermilk and Aspen
Highlands, Generations of
kids have grown up at Smows-
miass, skiing with their peu-
ents, then bringing their own
r,hill;ln:n. g

“It's a mountain for a -
ing family," she said %5
start out i the child care cen-
ter and po on o the kids' ski
schoal. There are cuisers for
intermediates and incredible
black-diamond terrain foy
experts. For refinees. we've gol
groomers that can't be beat,”

To be honest, part of il is
I;Iulnl:r Juck, an accident of

Y. Soowmiass isn'l a

e peak butl o range with
fuur snowcapped summits
from 11,000 to 12,500

can ski from Sam’s

ob to Big Bum and from
ﬁ:gh Alpine to Elk Camp and
fiever retrace your trocks
ing from steeps

and tree skiing o narmow Vil
leys, rnllmg hills, above
Wuwdumls. bump

. ‘r’nur Egrgmg:. MOTE0VEr,
Previ-

‘alters your impressions.
mﬂr:‘:; rented o condomin-

Mall. Dozens of hmldjnm
hﬂl‘ ther on the hill, but
lhu: neighborhood is r:lhm",l'l,'mI
residential

Last year we moved over to
Jthe Village side, to the Snow-
smass Mountain Chalet, a hom-

y Bd4-room inn behind the

lldrm"n Ski School. The
chalet runs like

;hm a hot breakfast

.nndh:m:hm:h.lded served at

Wﬂmeﬁm
& marnin
H& re r.‘hnnﬁii the
rootn open
mnﬂrqiau
lﬂdﬁwﬁswﬂm@mﬂu
Jlebles.

Since the rooms don't have
;utn]mm%ntem[a;dumu'
‘usually at one of the casual
cafes in the Village Mall, five
Aminutes . And it was a
jelief not to groceries or

hdﬂi‘lﬂ-— clml.alnlsn

an outdoor swimmin

ﬁhal&lm and a sel-
cocoa stand,

(offered around the clock.

‘A favorite ski route for repeat visitors to Snowmass is Snoaky’s, an intermediate run from Big

There were other
afoot, os well The new,
pdvanced-level termain park
below’ Velvet Falls i3 & chal-
’I::ﬁr.l u:sl tl;:l Pipui'il:']c terrain
= also bigger, The pdu?'
old Compground  chairlift
hasn't been reploced, but it
has becn = ed up, to an
S¥-minute ride, with 8 new
cable and engine. The chairs
are pew, too, Our expert ski-
efs, sond Paul and Steve, are
i the target group for'the new
killer termain — double-black
dimmond screamers — in the

HBII ing Valley Wall.

Why do we keep planning
|r|u1|!|fu||ui1.r vacations at
Snowmass? It's hard 1o beat
that light white powder, the
result of low humidity. And
l]u huge stock of ski-n, ski-

g of varying prices

and types, sweelens the pol.
But comfort has something
to do with “u;aa Iam

a lat e
ﬂl:lligllpﬂll the familiar. For
the kids, the ski school is like
dﬂ wﬂh small groups

p instructors
whao Iu.- ch Th.E?mm-
ere: s easygoing, and learn-
:Sﬁ:ﬁ disguised as adventure
games. Its an approach that
starts in Snow Cubs, where
the toddlers make snowmen
and familiar with ski boots
mpang around in them,
Al'l.l:r Snow Cubs, our kids
moved o Big Burn Bears
{3% to 4 years), then gradu-
nled to Grizelies (ages 3-6),
across Fanny Hill near the big
Teids. At age 7, they moved into
the preteen ski school (ages
T-12) and then to the teen les-
SON4.
Mo wonder the school is so
ar. The routine is. famil-
. the kids know the setup
a.nd they sex the same instrioc-
tors every year, On a cold
Monday meming with a little
hand holding yours, it suum:k
good to hear. “Well, hi th
Dillon (or Paul, Dagrl:}'.
Diane, Will or Katie). 1
reme you from last year”
Ski school ends at 3 pam.,
so there's time to ski one last
yun with the kids. Our latest
fave s Sneaky’s, an intermedi-
ate run from the Big Bum

.ﬂ'al.wh;mtr.ﬂrfmac.mp;:q
When ski school ends at 3 pom., it's time to pick up the kids and head out for a family run.

Summit, and down fo Baneai |
and Coney Glade Or we go
tubing, something even
Grandma can be persuaded o
do. We also spend o day at
Buttermilk Ski srea next door,
taking the shutile back and
forth and sending our skis and
poles over courtesy of Snow-
mass” ski-check transfer ser-
viee.

A tmdition for the grown-
ups s a might oul in Aspen,
with dinner in & first-class res-
taurant. Even il you can't
affiord hTﬂhufl:sinm unl]]]m:
gong. the s are open late
and window shopping i3 a
show in iul:._\l':'.l Hom.'-d;;}m
DIIII.DES Cl L¥] | cr=
ing ndes 2 II]::M, and
thousands of Uny while lights
threaded through parkway tree
branches. create o sense of

)

Em ighlight of the week is
dinner at thﬂ Lynn Britt Cab-
in, a log cabin uphill at Snow-
mazs. The cabin serves one-
price, tyle dinners with
w:lne and a toe-tapping
mnmﬂ; of first-class bluegrass

music. John Livingston and
Kevin Glenn, the i
soul of the Frying Pan Blue-

grass Band, are migh
pickers on banjo and guﬁrar
You meet at Snowmass Vil-
lage at 5:30 m climb into
bug sleighs smoweals,
lmdr!r s of blan-
iu:ls au:lp chug uphill to the
cabin, perched on a small
meadow near Hal's Hollow,
Twinkling stars light the
return trip downhill
People ask about the
weather in Snowmass, but ['ve
had no luck second-guessing
' almgs oery by Chrat
there’s STOW HE
mas, gnnumg is the cobdest
mont mid-February
through late March (peak sea-
som) are primo. You can ski in
shors in Aprl, but south-
faging runs gel mushy by

Moo,

That's the time to ski first
tracks, when the air is m:g:
the runs are freshly groom
the first rays of 11-3: sun glint
over the mountains and there's
nobody out but you. For us,
it's a tradition.

;mmmmsam'smmtlnmmn@wm

IF YOU GO
Getting there

»> Expect to pay about 3500
round trip for alrfare 1o Aspen,
Colo. Packages that include ar,
lodging and ski-ft tickets likely

will save you money,
About Snowmass

» Snowmnass makes snow on
trails that meft the soonest, The
snow guns cover only 180
acres of trails, but that's plenty,
One-day [ift tickets purchased
at the ticket window are $74 for
adults, $67 for teens, 545 for
preteens and free for ages 6
and under. Tube Town tickets

are $15 per person,

» To be fair, prices are soaring
everywvhene, [t's always cheap-

est to buy a multiday pass from

lodging, Iift fickets and airfare,
Leck for these in newspaper

Ja: HEME :Es‘lﬁgﬁmgxwa s h“Tﬂ travel and sports sections, ski
and higher during February and magazines, on the Intemet and

March. A five-day adult pass,

at Snowmass Central Resenva-

good for any 10-day period, s o '

5345, Ages T0 and older can » Evenings at the Lynn Britt
buy a pass good every day all Cabin are 375 for adults and
season for $199. Snowmass 245 for ages 3-11. Seating is

Village, 1-B00-525-6200 (the
resort), 1-BDD-262-T736 (cen-

S70-923-0460,

tral reservations), 1-800-923-

1227 (the ski school); www

ASPENSMMWITIASE.C0M,

> The other strategy & to buy a
shi package with one price for

Information

limited. Make reservations at

» Aepen Chamber Resort

Association, 970-025-1940,
www.aspenchamberorg.



